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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 



COMMITTEES 
Bookbinding 

The. A. L. A. Committee on Binding 
receives frequent complaints that certain 
books are exceedingly unsatisfactory in 
the original publishers' binding. As long 
as present methods of trade binding are 
followed such cases will be frequent, but 
librarians can greatly aid the Committee 
in its efforts to get better bindings from 
the publishers, if they will, in every case 
where books are unsatisfactory, make a 
strong protest direct to the publisher. The 
publishers will take notice of such pro- 
tests, and if they are frequent, some good 
may result. 

The Committee has received from 
Messrs. Henry Frowde and Hodder & 
Stoughton samples of children's books 
bound in a special library binding. The cir- 
cular accompanying the sample copies 
gives the following specifications for 
binding: 

(i) The best pigskin is used for the 
backs, and buckram for the sides; 
or the backs can be covered in pluv- 
iusin, to which the attention of li- 
brarians is directed, as being even 
more durable than leather. Moroc- 
co can be used for the backs, if de- 
sired, at a slightly increased cost. 

(2) In sewing the sheets the sections are 
linked together by numerous stitch- 
es which are quite independent of 
each other, so that if through rough 
handling a stitch were to break the 

■ others would not be affected. This 
sewing is a great improvement on the 
old style. 

(3) The possibility of any strain of the 
cover on the leaves is removed by a 
patent system of linen joints, also 
by a French joint on the cover, giv- 
ing freedom to the hinge. 

(4) The first and last sections, being 
used more than the rest, are oversewn 
and lined in the centre with jaconet. 



(5) Tight or loose backs are adopted, ac- 
cording to the quality of the paper. 
The books seem to be excellently bound 
for public library work and it is to be re- 
gretted that among the titles obtainable 
there are not a larger number used in 
this country. Librarians who are inter- 
ested can obtain a list of titles and prices 
by sending direct either to Henry Frowde 
or Hodder & Stoughton. 

Arthur L. Bailey, 
September 8, 1909. Chairman. 

WANTS, EXCHANGES AND SALES 

Any library member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted, for sale or 
exchange. Items for the January Bulletin 
should reach A. L. A. headquarters by Jan- 
uary 10, 1910. 

WANTED 

Springfield, Mass. City library association. 

Illinois State Historical Library collec- 
tions, Vol. 1. 

A. L. A. Headquarters, Chicago, 111. 

The following numbers of the A. L. A. 
Booklist are desired: 

1905. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. v. 1, nos. I, 
2, 3, 6. 

1906. Mar. Apr. Nov. Dec. v. 2, nos. 3, 
4, 7, 8. 

1907. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. v. 3, nos. 1, 
2, 3. 4- 

1908. Jan. v. 4, no. 1. 

There are constant requests from li- 
braries for back numbers of the Booklist 
and the above are out of stock. Any 
numbers of the Booklist which libraries 
do not use will be received gratefully at 
headquarters. 

Owing to the inquiries which have been 
received for information regarding library 
work, the Secretary of the A. L. A. wishes 
the last reports of library commissions, 
state libraries and individual libraries of 
this country and Canada to place on file 
for reference at headquarters. 



